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Visa for taking up vocational training

You have a vacant vocational training position but cannot find a suitable junior employee? Dual vocational

training enjoys a high reputation abroad, so that young people from abroad – especially from EU countries –

are also very interested in dual vocational training in Germany. The website of the

Kompetenzzentrum Fachkräftesicherung  (Centre of Excellence for securing qualified professionals) is one

of many web pages, which provide information on how the recruitment of apprentices from Europe works.

You can also recruit apprentices from non-EU countries and offer them career prospects in Germany. If they

come from outside the EU, they need a residence permit to start vocational training in Germany.

Visa for entry and to start in-company vocational training

Entering & working in Germany

You would like to employ an apprentice from abroad in your company? Check whether a visa is

required for entry to take up vocational training and which requirements must therefore be met.

Visa for taking up vocational training

Working in Germany: the official website
for qualified professionals

https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/looking-for-foreign-professionals/entering/vocational-training-visa-germany
https://www.kofa.de/mitarbeiter-finden/ausbildung/azubis-finden/
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/service/glossary/glossary-aufenthaltserlaubnis
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/looking-for-foreign-professionals/
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/looking-for-foreign-professionals/entering


Page 2 of 4

If you have already made a binding commitment to a third-country national for a vocational training place,

they can enter the country with a visa for the purpose of vocational training and immediately start their

vocational training in Germany, provided that the apprentice has knowledge of the German language at level

B1 of the CEFR. Proof of knowledge of German may be waived if you – as the training company – confirm

that the apprentice’s language skills are sufficient (Section 16a (1) and (3) of the Residence Act

 [AufenthG]). With the residence permit to complete vocational training, the apprentice is allowed to pursue a

second job for up to 20 hours per week if it is independent of the vocational training.

On Make it in Germany's website for skilled workers, you can find out which requirements apply to the visa

for vocational training.

People from third countries who are interested in completing vocational training also have the option of

entering Germany to look for a vocational training place. During their stay, they are allowed to do trial work

for up to two weeks within the company. If a vocational training contract is signed, the apprentice must apply

for a residence permit to complete vocational training at the competent foreigners authority.

Please beware

In case of in-company vocational training, the approval of the Federal Employment Agency

(BA) may be obtained, if necessary. In this process, it will be assessed whether the apprentice

is working under the same conditions as German apprentices, for example.

Tip

Do you wish for your new apprentices to enter Germany as soon as possible, and they need

an entry visa? You can accelerate the visa procedure for a fee of €411. Read more about 

.

the

fast-track procedure for skilled workers

https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/service/glossary/glossary-visum
http://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/englisch_aufenthg/englisch_aufenthg.html#p0270
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/visa-residence/types/training
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/visa-residence/types/training
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/service/glossary/glossary-auslaenderbehoerde
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/looking-for-foreign-professionals/entering/the-fast-track-procedure-for-skilled-workers
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/looking-for-foreign-professionals/entering/the-fast-track-procedure-for-skilled-workers
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Information on the web

Federal Employment Agency (BA)
Information on admission to the labour market

Sachsen.de
Information on the fast-track procedure for skilled workers for employers

German Economic Institute
Potential of professional recognition in the immigration of skilled workers

Print page

Mail Hotline FAQ

Do you have any questions?

Receive advice on recruiting skilled workers from abroad. Our experts will gladly help you. Get more

information on the different ways of contacting us by clicking on one of the symbols.

https://www.arbeitsagentur.de/en/german-labour-market
https://www.fachkraefte.zuwanderung.sachsen.de/
https://www.iwkoeln.de/fileadmin/user_upload/Studien/Report/PDF/2020/IW-Report_2020_Fachkraefteeinwanderung_und_Anerkennung.pdf
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/looking-for-foreign-professionals/entering/vocational-training-visa-germany?type=1698652987
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.make-it-in-germany.com%2Fen%2F%3Ftx_basetpl%255Bmain%255D%3D1635%26type%3D1568366641%26cHash%3Daccce33f1ed75094ba0a1584f10a27b9
https://www.twitter.com/share?text=Visa%20for%20taking%20up%20vocational%20training&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.make-it-in-germany.com%2Fen%2F%3Ftx_basetpl%255Bmain%255D%3D1635%26type%3D1568366641%26cHash%3Daccce33f1ed75094ba0a1584f10a27b9
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.make-it-in-germany.com%2Fen%2F%3Ftx_basetpl%255Bmain%255D%3D1635%26type%3D1568366641%26cHash%3Daccce33f1ed75094ba0a1584f10a27b9
https://web.whatsapp.com/send?text=Visa%20for%20taking%20up%20vocational%20training%20https%3A%2F%2Fwww.make-it-in-germany.com%2Fen%2F%3Ftx_basetpl%255Bmain%255D%3D1635%26type%3D1568366641%26cHash%3Daccce33f1ed75094ba0a1584f10a27b9
mailto:?subject=Visa%20for%20taking%20up%20vocational%20training&body=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.make-it-in-germany.com%2Fen%2Flooking-for-foreign-professionals%2Fentering%2Fvocational-training-visa-germany
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