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Train operator

Vocational training content

At the beginning of your vocational training, you will learn everything about trains, right down to the

individual components they are made of. This ensures that you will have the necessary technical knowledge

that enables you to operate trains safely. After all, as a train operator, you will be responsible for the safety of

your passengers or the cargo. The vocational training programme will also teach you how to shunt trains.

Upon completion of your vocational training, you will also be able to check railcars and make them ready for

operation. In addition, you will acquire knowledge about signalling, operating IT systems and the railway

system infrastructure.

Study & vocational training Vocational training in Germany

Vocational training profiles at a glance

Get to know every detail of your trains: as railway employee you will control trains, make sure

that the passengers stay safe, and you are responsible for any cargo.

Train operator

Working in Germany: the official website
for qualified professionals

https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/study-vocational-training/training-in-germany/profiles/train-operator
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/study-vocational-training
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/study-vocational-training/training-in-germany
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/study-vocational-training/training-in-germany/profiles
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Special requirements

Operators of locomotives, railcars and other vehicles have a big responsibility. For this job you need to be able

to focus. You should also be technically minded and have some mechanical skills in order to be able to carry

out maintenance and inspection work on trains and machinery.

Places of study

This is a dual vocational training programme. The theory is taught at a vocational school (Berufsschule), while

practical training takes place at a craftsperson’s workshop or an industrial company.

Duration: 3 years

Remuneration corresponding to years of vocational training

1st year     €1,120

2nd year    €1,189

3rd year     €1,258

Remuneration (TVAöD): gross salary before tax and deductions for social security contributions;

source: Federal Employment Agency (BA), as of May 2024.

Sector of activities

Your prospects after completion

Further information on this profession:

Road and rail traffic (goods and passenger railway companies)

Mining, metal production, foundry, railcars (industrial railways in coal mining, iron and steel production or

rail car manufacturing)

Employment at a railway company

Specialisation in staff allocation

Acquiring additional qualifications such as IT or foreign language skills

Further training in engineering, business administration or as a bachelor professional (Fachwirt)

https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/service/glossary/glossary-bundesagentur-fuer-arbeit
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/service/glossary/glossary-weiterbildung
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Information on the web

Federal Ministry of Education and Research – Praktisch unschlagbar!
Useful links on vocational training

Federal Institute for Vocational Education and Training (BIBB)
Profiles of several occupations requiring vocational training

Federal Employment Agency

Federal Institute for Vocational Education and Training (BIBB)

Print page

Do you have any questions?

Let us advise you on your opportunities to work and live in Germany. Our experts will support you

with questions regarding job search, visa, recognition and learning German. 

You can find out more about the various contact options by clicking on one of the icons in the bar

below.

https://www.praktisch-unschlagbar.de/index.php
https://www.bibb.de/en/40.php
https://berufenet.arbeitsagentur.de/berufenet/faces/index?path=null/kurzbeschreibung&dkz=7111
https://www.bibb.de/de/berufeinfo.php/profile/apprenticeship/76zt85iu
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/study-vocational-training/training-in-germany/profiles/train-operator/print
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.make-it-in-germany.com%2Fen%2F%3Ftx_basetpl%255Bmain%255D%3D1208%26type%3D1568366641%26cHash%3D5d8b0f7cab74604e3ffb65648b41a126
https://www.twitter.com/share?text=Train%20operator&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.make-it-in-germany.com%2Fen%2F%3Ftx_basetpl%255Bmain%255D%3D1208%26type%3D1568366641%26cHash%3D5d8b0f7cab74604e3ffb65648b41a126
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.make-it-in-germany.com%2Fen%2F%3Ftx_basetpl%255Bmain%255D%3D1208%26type%3D1568366641%26cHash%3D5d8b0f7cab74604e3ffb65648b41a126
https://web.whatsapp.com/send?text=Train%20operator%20https%3A%2F%2Fwww.make-it-in-germany.com%2Fen%2F%3Ftx_basetpl%255Bmain%255D%3D1208%26type%3D1568366641%26cHash%3D5d8b0f7cab74604e3ffb65648b41a126
mailto:?subject=Train%20operator&body=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.make-it-in-germany.com%2Fen%2Fstudy-vocational-training%2Ftraining-in-germany%2Fprofiles%2Ftrain-operator
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