
Page 1 of 8

On this page

What is state recognition in the country of
training?

Recognition of Qualifications

What is state recognition in the country of training?

When do I need proof of state recognition in the country of

training?

How do I provide evidence of state recognition in the country of

training?

State Recognition in the Country of
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https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/
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State recognition in the country of training means that your vocational training or

degree course is officially recognised in the country in which you completed it.

Proof of state recognition in the country where you completed your training is only

relevant for third-country nationals and for certain visa types or residence permits,

e.g. the opportunity card (points system).

For example: you completed vocational training as an electronics technician in

Morocco. The certificate states: the Moroccan government officially recognises this

qualification.

Important: state recognition in the country of training is not the same as formal

recognition of the qualification in Germany. The latter is proof that a foreign non-

academic vocational qualification is equivalent to a German occupation. Check the

visa requirements carefully to see exactly which proof of qualification is required.

Please also visit the “Who needs recognition?” section for more information on this

topic.

Do I need proof of state recognition in the
country of training?
Citizens of EU and EFTA countries do not require state recognition in the country

where they completed their vocational training, as they are not subject to visa

requirements.

If you come from another country, you needing proof of state recognition in the

country of training depends on the visa type you hold.

You will need proof of state recognition in the country of training for the following

residence titles:

For other visas allowing you to work as a skilled worker, you do not need proof of

recognition in the country of training. For visa types such as the “EU Blue Card”,

your qualification must be comparable to a German qualification or recognised in

Germany.

The Quick-Check helps you find out which visa options are suitable for you.

the visa for the recognition partnership

the work visa for qualified professionals and 

the opportunity card: points system option.

https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/advice-support/glossary/glossary-detail/glossar/do/show/visum
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/visa-recognition/opportunity-card/job-search#c53310
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/advice-support/glossary/glossary-detail/glossar/do/show/berufsqualifikation
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/advice-support/glossary/glossary-detail/glossar/do/show/berufsqualifikation
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/visa-recognition/recognition/who-needs
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/advice-support/glossary/glossary-detail/glossar/do/show/efta-staaten
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/advice-support/glossary/glossary-detail/glossar/do/show/fachkraft
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/visa-recognition/visa-types/eu-blue-card
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/visa-recognition/quick-check
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/visa-recognition/visa-types/recognition-partnership
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/visa-recognition/visa-types/professionally-experienced-workers
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/visa-recognition/opportunity-card/job-search#c53310


Page 3 of 8

How do I provide evidence of state
recognition in the country of training?
The type of evidence you need depends on the nature of your qualification. A

distinction is made between:

(1) For non-academic vocational qualifications: Digital
Statement on a Foreign Vocational Qualification (DAB)

The Digital Statement on a Foreign Vocational Qualification (DAB) serves as proof

of the recognition of the non-academic vocational qualification in the country of

training. The following requirements are checked during the procedure: 

The DAB can only be applied for in respect of non-academic vocational

qualifications – regardless of whether the profession is regulated (e.g. registered

nurse) or unregulated (e.g. hotel administrator).

The DAB is a fully digital service and is issued by the Central Office for Foreign

Education (ZAB). Detailed information on the procedure, the required documents

and the costs can be found on the ZAB website  .

 

(2) For academic degrees: the anabin information
portal or individual Statement of Comparability

You can have your academic degree assessed through two processes:

1. A positive result on the anabin information portal: proof that your qualification

is officially recognised in the country where you studied. As this service is free of

charge, please try this option first.

Non-academic vocational qualification (e.g. baker, mechatronics technician,

hotel manager) and

Academic degrees (e.g. Economics, Biology, Political Science)

Your vocational training lasted at least two years on a full-time basis.

You have successfully completed the vocational training.

Your non-academic vocational qualification is state-recognised in the country

where you where trained.

https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/advice-support/glossary/glossary-detail/glossar/do/show/digitale-auskunft-zur-berufsqualifikation
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/advice-support/glossary/glossary-detail/glossar/do/show/zentralstelle-fuer-auslaendisches-bildungswesen-zab
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/advice-support/glossary/glossary-detail/glossar/do/show/zentralstelle-fuer-auslaendisches-bildungswesen-zab
https://www.kmk.org/zab/zentralstelle-fuer-auslaendisches-bildungswesen.html
https://www.kmk.org/zab/zentralstelle-fuer-auslaendisches-bildungswesen.html
https://www.kmk.org/zab/zentralstelle-fuer-auslaendisches-bildungswesen.html
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/advice-support/glossary/glossary-detail/glossar/do/show/hochschulabschluss
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/advice-support/glossary/glossary-detail/glossar/do/show/anabin
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Guide to the anabin database

Use this guide to gain a step-by-step overview of how to use the anabin database.

If you do not receive a result here, or if the result is not positive, please use the

second option:

2. Statement of Comparability for foreign academic degrees: an official Statement

of Comparability for your degree by the Central Office for Foreign Education (ZAB).

Good to know: unlike the DAB, these two forms of evidence for academic degrees

can also demonstrate comparability with a German academic degree in a non-

regulated profession. This means that they are also suitable, for example, as

evidence when applying for an EU Blue Card or for employment as a skilled worker

in a non-regulated profession.

You can find out more about anabin and the Statement of Comparability under

“Evaluation of Foreign Academic Degrees”.

Download Print

https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/advice-support/glossary/glossary-detail/glossar/do/show/zeugnisbewertung
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/advice-support/glossary/glossary-detail/glossar/do/show/zeugnisbewertung
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/visa-recognition/visa-types/eu-blue-card
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/en/visa-recognition/recognition/evaluation-academic-degrees
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/fileadmin/1_Rebrush_2022/a_Fachkraefte/PDF-Dateien/1_Arbeiten_in_DE/2023_Jan_MiiG_Anleitung_anabin-Datenbank_EN.pdf
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/fileadmin/1_Rebrush_2022/a_Fachkraefte/PDF-Dateien/1_Arbeiten_in_DE/2023_Jan_MiiG_Anleitung_anabin-Datenbank_EN.pdf
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Information on the web

Federal Office for Migration and Refugees
Hotline on “Recognition of foreign non-academic vocational qualifications”

Recognition of qualifications in Germany
How to have your non-academic vocational qualifications recognised and where

to find your local contact centre

Federal Employment Agency
Search for regulated professions in Germany

IHK FOSA (Foreign Skills Approval)
National Centre of Excellence for the recognition and assessment of foreign non-

academic vocational qualifications

https://www.bamf.de/EN/Service/ServiceCenter/ThemenHotlines/ArbeitenUndLeben/arbeitenundleben-node.html
https://www.anerkennung-in-deutschland.de/html/en/index.php
https://web.arbeitsagentur.de/berufenet/ergebnisseite/reglementierte-berufe?berufecluster=reglementiert
https://www.ihk-fosa.de/en/
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BQ Portal
Information on foreign non-academic vocational qualifications and on foreign

basic and advanced vocational training courses

Print page

Smiling advisor with headset talking with a colleague at her desk

For your questions

Advice and Support
Do you have any questions about visas, jobs or life in Germany? Here you will find

the right advice and support services: a hotline, a live chat, an email contact form,

webinars and events, as well as in-person advice centres in Germany and abroad.

All services at a glance

The Port of Hamburg with ships and modern architecture – a symbol of openness, diversity and the welcoming

culture in Germany.

https://www.bq-portal.de/en
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/visa-recognition/recognition/country-of-training/print
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.make-it-in-germany.com%2Fen%2F%3Ftx_basetpl%255Bmain%255D%3D7039%26type%3D1568366641%26cHash%3D0e95e8ec6b32304d8f69d94f563f9d25
https://x.com/share?text=State%20Recognition%20in%20the%20Country%20of%20Training&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.make-it-in-germany.com%2Fen%2F%3Ftx_basetpl%255Bmain%255D%3D7039%26type%3D1568366641%26cHash%3D0e95e8ec6b32304d8f69d94f563f9d25
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.make-it-in-germany.com%2Fen%2F%3Ftx_basetpl%255Bmain%255D%3D7039%26type%3D1568366641%26cHash%3D0e95e8ec6b32304d8f69d94f563f9d25
https://web.whatsapp.com/send?text=State%20Recognition%20in%20the%20Country%20of%20Training%20https%3A%2F%2Fwww.make-it-in-germany.com%2Fen%2F%3Ftx_basetpl%255Bmain%255D%3D7039%26type%3D1568366641%26cHash%3D0e95e8ec6b32304d8f69d94f563f9d25
mailto:?subject=State%20Recognition%20in%20the%20Country%20of%20Training&body=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.make-it-in-germany.com%2Fen%2Fvisa-recognition%2Frecognition%2Fcountry-of-training
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/advice-support
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https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/navi-skilled-workers/about-us/make-it-in-germany
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/navi-skilled-workers/about-us/partner-network
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/navi-skilled-workers/about-us/10-years
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/advice-support/worldwide
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/advice-support/in-germany
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/advice-support/downloads
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/footer-meta/sign-language
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/footer-meta/easy-read
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/footer-meta/accessibility
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/advice-support/faq
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/footer-meta/legal-notice
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/footer-meta/privacy-policy
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