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In this video: How to get the job search opportunity card

Are you interested in coming to Germany to look for a suitable job? Learn about the

requirements for a job search opportunity card here.

Job search opportunity card Germany

Working in Germany: the official website
for qualified professionals

https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/visa-residence
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/visa-residence/opportunity-card
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/visa-residence/opportunity-card/job-search
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/visa-residence/opportunity-card/job-search#c58333
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/visa-residence/opportunity-card/job-search#c58334
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/visa-residence/opportunity-card/job-search#c53324
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/visa-residence/opportunity-card/job-search#c58335
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/visa-residence/opportunity-card/job-search#c53635
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/
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The opportunity card (Section 20a of the Residence Act [AufenthG]) improves your chances of making contact

with German employers and finding qualified employment in Germany. 

To find out if you need to apply for an opportunity card visa to enter Germany, please refer to the Do I need a

visa? section.

Requirements for the opportunity card: what you should
know
Are you from a country outside the EU/EEA or Switzerland and would like to apply for an opportunity card

under Section 20a of the Residence Act [AufenthG]? The following options are open to you: 

Option 1: You have a foreign non-academic vocational or academic
qualification that is fully recognised in Germany. Alternatively, you
obtained your academic or non-academic vocational qualification in
Germany. 

Apply for the Opportunity Card online

Job-seeking with a German degree

If you obtained your academic or non-academic vocational qualification in Germany, you can

immediately apply for a residence permit for jobseekers under Section 20 of the Residence

Act [AufenthG]. This gives you more time to look for a job (18 months instead of one year)

and you can work part-time without restrictions during this time. For more information, see

the “ ” section and the “ ”

section. 

Prospects after graduation Prospects after your vocational training

https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/service/glossary/glossary-qualifizierte-beschaeftigung
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/service/glossary/glossary-visum
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/visa-residence/procedure/do-i-need-visa
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/visa-residence/procedure/do-i-need-visa
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/visa-residence/opportunity-card/job-search#c59189
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/study-vocational-training/studies-in-germany/prospects-after
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/study-vocational-training/training-in-germany/prospects-after
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Option 2: You score a minimum of six points in the points system in
addition to meeting the following requirements:

Ability to cover living costs:

For both Option 1 and Option 2, you must have sufficient financial resources to fund your job search in

Germany. During the visa process, you can demonstrate this ability with a blocked bank account (containing a

minimum of €1,091 net per month, amount applicable in 2026) or a declaration of commitment. 

You can find information on the recognition of foreign qualifications in our “Recognition” section.

For option 1, you do not have to go through the points system or provide proof of language skills -

however, knowledge of German is recommended to improve your chances of finding a job in Germany.

You have successfully completed vocational or academic training. It is important that the qualification is

recognised by the country in which you obtained it. In addition, your non-academic vocational

qualification must have required at least two years of vocational training. To support your visa

application, you will need a positive result for this qualification, which you can apply for online at the

Central Office for Foreign Education (ZAB).

Using your AHK qualification as an opportunity

If you completed Category A vocational education and training at a German Chamber of

Commerce Abroad (AHK) that meets the requirements of the Vocational Training Act [BBiG],

this qualification may also be suitable. For more information, please contact the AHK where

you obtained your qualification. For general information, visit the 

. 

Federal Institute for

Vocational Education and Training (BIBB) website 

Proof of language proficiency: You either have German language skills of at least level A1 as defined by

the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR) or English language skills of at

least level B2 (CEFR). Even if you apply for the opportunity card without a certificate of German language

proficiency: knowledge of German will improve your chances of finding a job in Germany.

https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/service/glossary/glossary-verpflichtungserklaerung
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/working-in-germany/recognition
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/service/glossary/glossary-berufsqualifikation
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/service/glossary/glossary-berufsqualifikation
https://zab.kmk.org/en/dab
https://www.bibb.de/de/186143.php
https://www.bibb.de/de/186143.php
https://www.bibb.de/de/186143.php
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/service/glossary/glossary-gemeinsamer-europaeischer-referenzrahmen-sprachen
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The points system for the opportunity card simply explained

The points system is only relevant if Option 2 applies to you, i.e. if you are unable to demonstrate that you

have a German qualification or that your foreign qualification has been fully recognised. To apply for an

opportunity card visa, you must also provide evidence of formal qualifications and the necessary language

skills. You can score points for the following criteria:

Please note that all information you provide in the above categories must be supported by appropriate

evidence or certificates for the visa application.

Equivalence of qualification: If you have already applied for recognition of your foreign qualification and

it has been found to be partially equivalent, you will receive four points. You will still receive the four

points if, in the case of a regulated profession, you are required to participate in compensatory measures

before obtaining a licence to practise your profession.

Qualification in a shortage occupation: If your formal qualification is in a shortage occupation, you will

get one point. To find out which occupations are considered to be in short supply, consult the List of

shortage occupations.

Professional experience: You will also be awarded points for your previous professional experience in

relation to your formal qualification that you gained after graduating. Two points will be awarded if you

can demonstrate that you have at least two years’professional experience within the last five years. If you

have at least five years’ professional experience within the last seven years, you will get three points.

Language skills: You will also earn points if your German language skills are above level A1 (CEFR). One

point is awarded at level A2, two points at level B1 and three points at level B2 or above. An additional

point will be awarded if you have English at level C1 or above, or if you are a native speaker.

Age: You also receive points if you are a certain age. People who are no older than 35 get two points until

the day they turn 35. All those aged between 35 and 40 are awarded one point.

Previous stays in Germany: Have you already lived in Germany? If you can prove that you have resided

legally in Germany for a continuous period of at least six months in the last five years, you will receive one

point. Examples of such stays include study, language and work stays. Stays for the purpose of tourism or

visiting people do not count. Copies of old passports and the visas and entry stamps they contain can be

submitted as evidence.

Skilled worker potential of spouses or life partners: Are you married or in a partnership and would like to

come to Germany with your partner on an opportunity card? If your partner already meets the

requirements for an opportunity card, you will be awarded one point in the points system. With this in

mind, he or she can also do the self-check: opportunity card. 

https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/service/glossary/glossary-berufsausuebungserlaubnis
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/fileadmin/1_Rebrush_2022/a_Fachkraefte/PDF-Dateien/3_Visum_u_Aufenthalt/2024_Mangelberufe_EN.pdf
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/fileadmin/1_Rebrush_2022/a_Fachkraefte/PDF-Dateien/3_Visum_u_Aufenthalt/2024_Mangelberufe_EN.pdf
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/service/glossary/glossary-fachkraft
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/visa-residence/opportunity-card/self-check
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Find out about your opportunities: do the self-check

Simply answer the questions in the self-check: opportunity card to find out if you are eligible to apply for an

opportunity card.

Did you get a positive result in the self-check? Congratulations! You can now apply for an opportunity card at

your diplomatic mission abroad. To find the contact address, please check out our overview of advisory and

contact points. If you are already living in Germany with a valid residence title, please contact your local

foreigners authority  .

Do you have any further questions about applying for the Oportunity card? The “Questions and answers

regarding the Oportunity card” section addresses common concerns, for example, how to demonstrate that

you meet the individual requirements.

Prospects with the opportunity card after entry

What is your
nationality? Select
your country.

Find out if you are eligible for

an opportunity card.

Additional information

Please select country

Go to test

https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/service/glossary/glossary-deutsche-auslandsvertretung
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/service/advisory-contact-services/worldwide
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/service/advisory-contact-services/worldwide
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/service/glossary/glossary-aufenthaltstitel
https://bamf-navi.bamf.de/en/Themen/Migrationsberatung/
https://bamf-navi.bamf.de/en/Themen/Migrationsberatung/
https://bamf-navi.bamf.de/en/Themen/Migrationsberatung/
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/visa-residence/opportunity-card/questions-answers
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/visa-residence/opportunity-card/questions-answers
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Opportunity cards are issued initially as job search opportunity cards for a maximum of one year. The card

allows you to look for gainful employment in Germany, i.e. you can seek employment or become self-

employed. 

While you are looking for gainful employment, you are allowed to have one or more part-time jobs

(secondary employment) totalling 20 hours a week. You can also do job trials for a maximum of two weeks

per employer as part of your job search. The aim of the job trial must be either to obtain qualified

employment, an apprenticeship or a qualification programme.

In this video: How to get the job search opportunity card

If you have found a specific job or apprenticeship, or if you want to become self-employed, you can apply to

your local foreigners authority for one of the existing residence permits for qualified employment, for

vocational training, for the recognition of your qualifications or for self-employment. If your job meets the

requirements for qualified employment but you are not eligible for any other residence title, your opportunity

card will be extended for up to two years (opportunity card extension). 

Apply for the Opportunity Card online

Do you meet the necessary requirements? Then you can apply for the Opportunity Card online here: Consular

Services Portal of the Federal Foreign Office  .

 

Finding a job successfully in Germany

To get the most out of your job search stay, you should start preparing for your job search as

early as possible: How should your application be structured to convince a German

employer? Which contact points can help you? For more information, please refer to the

“  section.Finding a job”

https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/service/glossary/glossary-nebenbeschaeftigung
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/service/glossary/glossary-auslaenderbehoerde
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/visa-residence/types/training
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/visa-residence/types/recognition
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/visa-residence/types/other/self-employment
https://digital.diplo.de/chancenkarte
https://digital.diplo.de/chancenkarte
https://digital.diplo.de/chancenkarte
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/working-in-germany/job


Page 7 of 7

Information on the web

Federal Foreign Office (FFO)
You can find out which visa you need in order to come to Germany with the Visa-Navigator.

Federal Office for Migration and Refugees (BAMF)
Centre of Excellence for Asylum, Migration and Integration in Germany
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