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Special regulation for assistants in nursing

The German labour market is also open to assistants in nursing from third countries. This means that people

with less than three years of vocational training in nursing – or training recognised as less than three years –

are able to work in the health and care sector. To find out if you need a visa to enter or a residence permit to

stay in Germany, see the “Do I need a visa?” section.

You want to work as an assistant in nursing?

To take up employment as an assistant in nursing, you must meet the following conditions:

Visa & residence Types of visa Other types of visa

You must have a concrete job offer as an assistant in nursing in Germany. Ideally, you will have already

signed an employment contract with your future employer.

Would you like to work as an assistant in nursing in Germany, accompanying people who are ill

and in need of care? Find out what visa options are available for this type of employment.
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Which residence title do third-country nationals need?

If you are not a citizen of an EU/EEA State or Switzerland, you must apply for a residence title before taking

up employment as an assistant in nursing. This is issued if the Federal Employment Agency (BA) has

approved your employment under Section 22a of the Ordinance on the Employment of Foreigners

(BeschV). The Federal Employment Agency will check that your working conditions are equivalent to those of

German assistants in nursing.

The residence permit for employment as an assistant in nursing (

Section 19c (1) of the Residence Act [AufenthG]  in conjunction with

Section 22a of the Ordinance on the Employment of Foreigners  [BeschV]) is issued for the duration of the

employment contract plus three months. If you have a permanent employment contract, you will be granted

a residence permit for a maximum of four years.

You have successfully completed vocational training as a nursing or care assistant in Germany

or you have a foreign nursing qualification that is recognised in Germany for the purpose of assisting in

nursing: For more information on the procedure for the recognition of foreign. qualifications, please visit

the “Anerkennung in Deutschland” portal.

Please beware

If you are over the age of 45, you must earn a certain gross annual salary for employment in

Germany or provide proof of adequate pension provision. In 2025, this minimum salary

is €53,130.

Info box

Approval of the Federal Employment Agency (BA) is obtained as an internal agency

procedure as part of the visa process. No action is required on your part.

https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/service/glossary/glossary-aufenthaltstitel
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/service/glossary/glossary-bundesagentur-fuer-arbeit
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/beschv_2013/__22a.html
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/aufenthg_2004/__19c.html
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/beschv_2013/__22a.html
https://www.anerkennung-in-deutschland.de/en/interest/finder/profession
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If you are still in your home country, find out about the visa procedure and entry requirements.
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Do you have any questions?

Let us advise you on your opportunities to work and live in Germany. Our experts will support you

with questions regarding job search, visa, recognition and learning German. 

You can find out more about the various contact options by clicking on one of the icons in the bar

below.
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