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For some residence titles, like the visa for a recognition partnership, the visa for professionally experienced

workers or the opportunity card “points system” option, it is required to provide evidence that the foreign

qualification is recognised by the state in the country in which it was obtained. Depending on the type of

qualification, the following options of providing evidence are available to you:

Digital Statement on a Foreign Vocational Qualification
(DAB)

The Digital Statement on a Foreign Vocational Qualification (DAB) confirms that your professional

qualification fulfils the following requirements:

Working in Germany Recognition State recognition in the country of training

Your vocational training entails a full-time training period of at least two continuous years.

For some residence titles, your qualifications must be state-recognized in the country of origin.

Learn what types of evidence are possible down below.

State recognition in the country of training

Working in Germany: the official website
for qualified professionals

https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/visa-residence/types/visa-recognition-partnership
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/visa-residence/types/visa-professionally-experienced-workers
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/visa-residence/types/visa-professionally-experienced-workers
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/visa-residence/opportunity-card/job-search
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/service/glossary/glossary-detail/glossar/do/show/digitale-auskunft-zur-berufsqualifikation
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/working-in-germany
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/working-in-germany/recognition
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/working-in-germany/recognition/state-recognition-in-the-country-of-training
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/service/glossary/glossary-detail/glossar/do/show/referendariat
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/


Page 2 of 4

The DAB is issued by the Central Office for Foreign Education (ZAB).

Important: an application for the DAB procedure can only be submitted for non-academic professional

qualifications, regardless of whether the profession is regulated (e.g. nurse) or not (hotel manageress). 

Detailed information on the procedure, the required documents and the costs can be found on the ZAB

website  .

Statement of Comparability for Foreign University Degrees
or positive results in the anabin database

For foreign academic degrees, two options for providing evidence are available to you:

What can these types of evidence be used for?

You completed the vocational training successfully.

Your professional qualification is recognised by the state in the country of training. 

DAB is not a recognition procedure

The Digital Statement on a Foreign Vocational Qualification of the Central Office for Foreign

Education (ZAB) is not to be confused with a recognition procedure. The Digital Statement on

a Foreign Vocational Qualification solely serves as evidence by residence law for whether

your foreign professional qualification is recognised by the state in the country in which it

was obtained. Further information on that can be found down below and on the 

.

ZAB

website 

Positive results in the anabin database: evidence that your degree is recognised by the state in your

country of origin

Statement of Comparability for Foreign University Degrees: an official evaluation of your degree by the

ZAB

Evidence for the comparability with a German academic degree (e.g. for the EU Blue Card or a different

occupation as skilled worker)

https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/service/glossary/glossary-detail/glossar/do/show/zentralstelle-fuer-auslaendisches-bildungswesen-zab
https://zab.kmk.org/en/dab
https://zab.kmk.org/en/dab
https://zab.kmk.org/en/dab
https://zab.kmk.org/en/dab
https://zab.kmk.org/en/dab
https://zab.kmk.org/en/dab
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/service/glossary/glossary-detail/glossar/do/show/anabin
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/service/glossary/glossary-detail/glossar/do/show/zeugnisbewertung
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/service/glossary/glossary-detail/glossar/do/show/universitaet
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/service/glossary/glossary-detail/glossar/do/show/hochschulabschluss
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/visa-residence/types/eu-blue-card
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/service/glossary/glossary-detail/glossar/do/show/fachkraft
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Information on the web

Federal Office for Migration and Refugees
Hotline on “Recognition of foreign non-academic vocational qualifications”

Recognition of qualifications in Germany
How to have your non-academic vocational qualifications recognised and where to find your local contact centre

Federal Employment Agency
Search for regulated professions in Germany

IHK FOSA (Foreign Skills Approval)
National Centre of Excellence for the recognition and assessment of foreign non-academic vocational qualifications

BQ Portal

Evidence of state recognition in the country of origin (e.g. for the opportunity card “points system”

option

DAB, statement of comparability or anabin – which applies
for which purpose?

The DAB procedure, the Statement of Comparability and the anabin evaluation are

suitable evidence to prove the state recognition in the country of origin.

However, for regulated professions, the following is valid: the recognition of the

qualification is an obligatory requirement to be able to work in this profession.

Additionally, it is necessary for certain residence titles. 

https://www.bamf.de/EN/Service/ServiceCenter/ThemenHotlines/ArbeitenUndLeben/arbeitenundleben-node.html
https://www.anerkennung-in-deutschland.de/html/en/index.php
https://web.arbeitsagentur.de/berufenet/ergebnisseite/reglementierte-berufe?berufecluster=reglementiert
https://www.ihk-fosa.de/en/
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/visa-residence/opportunity-card/job-search
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/visa-residence/opportunity-card/job-search
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Information on foreign non-academic vocational qualifications and on foreign basic and advanced vocational training courses
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