
Foreign academic qualications

If you have a foreign academic qualification and want to work in a regulated profession (e.g. as a doctor or lawyer) in
Germany, you need to have your foreign academic qualification recognised. In our sections "Who needs recognition
and "Recognition procedure" you will find detailed information on this matter.

You do not need the recognition certificate if you want to work in an academic, non-regulated profession, such as
computer scientist, mathematician or economist. If you want to immigrate to Germany from a non-EU country to work
and need a visa for Germany, such as the Blue Card, you must prove that your foreign academic qualification is
equivalent to a German university degree. To provide such proof, you can choose one of the following options:
 

Positive results in the anabin database

The Central Office for Foreign Education (Zentralstelle für ausländisches Bildungswesen – ZAB) operates the anabin
database, which provides information on the evaluation of foreign educational qualifications and universities. The
database is currently available in German. These instructions  explain how to work with the anabin database step
by step.

 

Statement of Comparability

The Statement of Comparability is an official document which describes your foreign academic qualifications and
indicates the level of the German academic qualification to which your foreign qualification is comparable. The
individual statement can be requested from the Central Office for Foreign Education (ZAB) in Bonn. You must request
an individual Statement of Comparability if your university is listed in the anabin database as " H + ", but your degree
in particular is not listed.
 
An individual Statement of Comparability can be helpful. It is advantageous when applying for a job, changing jobs, or
negotiating salary. With a statement in the German language, employers can better classify the foreign university
degree. The Statement of Comparability can also be used when applying for a visa.

Information concerning the evaluation procedure, including a list of required documents and costs, can be found 
. For further questions concerning the evaluation please contact the Central Office of Foreign Education (

mail: zabservice@kmk.org).

 

Info box:

Please note that the processing time can be up to three months, if you have provided all the necessary documents.
If you apply for an evaluation in order to receive an EU Blue Card, the processing time will take two weeks. Please
attach a copy of your work contract in this case.
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Information on the web

Federal Office for Migration and Refugees

Hotline on “Recognition of foreign professional qualifications”

Recognition of qualifications in Germany

Working in Germany: the
official website

for qualified professionals

https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-en
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/working-in-germany/recognition/who-needs
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/working-in-germany/recognition/procedure
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/fileadmin/MiiG_Fachkraefte/PDF_s/Fachkraefte/Jobs/Grafik_Anleitung_anabin_EN.pdf
https://www.kmk.org/zab/central-office-for-foreign-education/statement-of-comparability-for-foreign-higher-education-qualifications.html
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https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/visa-residence/types/eu-blue-card
http://twitter.com/share?text=Academic%20qualifications&url=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.make-it-in-germany.com%252Fen%252Fshare.html%253Ftx_basetpl%25255Bmain%25255D%253D1007%2526cHash%253De6842dc8bcd2c367d3e9141c19950170
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.make-it-in-germany.com%252Fen%252Fshare.html%253Ftx_basetpl%25255Bmain%25255D%253D1007%2526cHash%253De6842dc8bcd2c367d3e9141c19950170
https://web.whatsapp.com/send?text=Academic%20qualifications%20https%253A%252F%252Fwww.make-it-in-germany.com%252Fen%252Fshare.html%253Ftx_basetpl%25255Bmain%25255D%253D1007%2526cHash%253De6842dc8bcd2c367d3e9141c19950170
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https://www.bamf.de/EN/Service/ServiceCenter/ThemenHotlines/ArbeitenUndLeben/arbeitenundleben-node.html
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How to have your professional qualifications recognised and where to find your local contact centre

European Commission

Search for regulated professions in Germany

IHK FOSA (Foreign Skills Approval)

National Centre of Excellence for the recognition and assessment of foreign vocational qualifications

BQ Portal

Information on foreign professional qualifications and on foreign basic and advanced vocational training courses

IQ Network

Find an advice centre near you to have your international professional qualification recognized

https://www.anerkennung-in-deutschland.de/html/en/index.php
https://ec.europa.eu/growth/tools-databases/regprof/index.cfm?action=homepage
https://www.ihk-fosa.de/en/
https://www.bq-portal.de/en
https://www.netzwerk-iq.de/foerderprogramm-iq/landesnetzwerke/karte
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/working-in-germany/recognition/academic-qualifications
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