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Visa for research

Are you looking to work in Germany as a researcher? If so, you will need to apply for a visa for research
in accordance with Section 18d AufenthG (German Residence Act) .

To find out whether you require a visa to enter Germany, see Who needs a visa? .
 

What are the requirements to issue a visa for research?

You have concluded a hosting agreement or a work contract with a research institute in Germany. 
 
The research institute commits itself in writing to cover your living and travel costs back to your
country of origin, which could otherwise have to be covered by public funds. This commitment applies
for up to 6 months after the research position has ended. This clause is not applicable if your research
position is primarily funded by public funds. 

Do you fulfil these requirements? Learn about the procedure for the entry visa process.

Info box:

You are considered a “researcher” if you have at least a PhD or a suitable university degree enabling
you to access PhD degree programmes (Article 3 of  Directive (EU) 2016/801 ).

Tip: Are you a highly qualified professional in the fields of science or research? Do you not fulfil the
requirements for a research visa in accordance with Section 18d AufenthG (German Residence Act)

? If so, the EU Blue Card could be an alternative for you. 
 

What opportunities does the visa for research?

The visa or residence permit for research is issued for at least one year and gives you many
advantages:

With this residence permit, you can work at the research institute listed in your work contract or you
can take on a teaching position. 
 
It is possible to extend your residence permit provided you fulfil the same requirements.
 
You can conduct research and teach for a limited period of time in other EU states (with the
exception of the United Kingdom, Ireland and Denmark).
 
After four years, you can receive a settlement permit in Germany. You must, however, meet the
requirements for a settlement permit.

Once your research position has ended, you have up to nine months to find another position in Germany
that is in line with your qualifications. You must then apply for a residence permit for job seekers in
accordance with Section 20 (3) no. 2 AufenthG (German Residence Act)  at your nearest
Foreigners Authority.

https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-en
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/englisch_aufenthg/englisch_aufenthg.html#p0421
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/visa/who-needs-a-visa
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/visa/applying/entry-visa-process
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32016L0801&from=DE
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/englisch_aufenthg/englisch_aufenthg.html#p0421
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/visa/kinds-of-visa/eu-blue-card
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/visa/living-permanently-in-germany/settlement-permit
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/englisch_aufenthg/englisch_aufenthg.html#p0573


Info box:

Doctoral students from third countries can obtain a residence permit for research. As a requirement,
they must complete their doctoral thesis as part of a work contract with a research facility in Germany.
If the research position is a component of the PhD program as a full-time program, only a visa for
studying can be issued. 

Mobility arrangements for international researchers

International researchers from non-EU member states who are legally residing in EU member states
may perform part of their research in Germany. In such cases, there are two ways that you can stay in
Germany:

A residence permit for short-term research stays is not required: If you already hold a residence
permit from another EU state for the purpose of research and you would like to stay in Germany for a
maximum of 180 days within 360 days as part of a research project, you do not need to apply for a
German visa or residence permit. The only requirement to fulfil is that the research institute in
Germany for which you will be conducting research must inform the Federal Office for Migration and
Refugees (BAMF) about the planned research. Go to the website of the Federal Office for
Migration and Refugees (BAMF)  to find out what your research institute needs to inform the
Federal Office for Migration and Refugees about, in addition to the procedure for doing so. 
 
Residence permit for mobile researchers: Are you planning a stay for research purposes that will last
longer than 180 days and no longer than a year? If so, you require a residence permit for mobile
researchers in accordance with Section 18f AufenthG (Germany Residence Act). The following
requirements must be fulfilled: 
 

You must hold a valid residence permit of another EU member state for research purposes. This
permit must be valid for the duration of your planned stay in Germany for research purposes. 
 
You must submit a copy of a valid passport or travel document issued in lieu of a passport.
 
You have a concluded a hosting agreement or a contract with a research facility in Germany. 

You must apply for the residence permit at your nearest Foreigners Authority at least 30 day prior to the
start of your stay in Germany. The application can also be submitted to the Federal Office for Migration
and Refugees (BAMF).

Further information on career opportunities for international scientists and researchers can be obtained
under Research.
 

At a glance: Visa for research  (PDF)

Information on the web

Federal Foreign Office (FFO)

You can find out which visa you need in order to come to Germany with the Visa-Navigator.

Federal Office for Migration and Refugees (BAMF)

Centre of Excellence for Asylum, Migration and Integration in Germany

https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/visa/kinds-of-visa/studying
https://www.bamf.de/EN/Themen/MigrationAufenthalt/ZuwandererDrittstaaten/MobilitaetEU/MobilitaetWissenschaftler/mobilitaet-wissenschaftler-node.html;jsessionid=DB17EB56F6060DEC31CC2E6351BE2B84.internet282
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/jobs/research/germany
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/fileadmin/MiiG_Fachkraefte/Bilder/3_Visum/Visagrafik_EN/200221_Visagrafik_EinBlick_EN_Forschen.pdf
https://visa.diplo.de/en/#/vib
https://www.bamf.de/EN/Startseite/startseite_node.html;jsessionid=435B0168C544368FF31791DB33CCF118.internet541
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