
Visa

If you want to learn a trade in Germany, there are certain requirements you have to meet. For example, you may need
a long-term visa in order to stay in Germany for the entire duration of your vocational training.

Citizens of the EU, Liechtenstein, Iceland, Norway or Switzerland

You are welcome to start vocational training in Germany at any time. You do not require a visa for entering Germany
or for starting a vocational training programme. If you would like to live in Germany, you only have to register as a
resident at a local registry office (Einwohnermeldeamt or Bürgeramt). Further information on this subject can be found
here.
 

Citizens from other countries

You are welcome to start vocational training in Germany at any time. In order to do so, you will need a visa. You can
apply for a visa at the German mission in your country. To be granted a visa, you have to meet the following criteria:

You have found a vocational training place at a German company.
The German Federal Employment Agency has approved your vocational training because there are no German
candidates or candidates from a privileged country (such as an EU country) for the position. Furthermore, your
employment conditions must not be different from those of German employees.
You must be able to cover your cost of living for the entire duration of your stay. In general, this means that you
must provide evidence of having at least €836.00 per month (as of 2022) at your disposal. If you plan on taking part
in a school-based training programme, you can provide evidence of being able to cover your living costs by opening
a blocked account or submitting a Declaration of Commitment. If you plan on taking part in a company-based
training programme, you will receive a training salary, which is also considered as evidence. If, for example, your
monthly training salary is at least 909 euros gross, it can be assumed that your livelihood is secured. In case of your
training salary being lower than the beforementioned amount, you are allowed to compensate the difference by
showing that you are in possession of either a blocked account or a Declaration of Commitment.

For further information on visa requirements and the documents you need for visa applications (such as proof
of German language skills) please contact the German mission in your country of residence. The addresses of the
German missions abroad can be found on our interactive world map.

Would you like to work in another job while pursuing vocational training? You are allowed to work up to ten hours per
week in a job that is not related to your vocational training. For example, you may work at a restaurant while training
as a mechatronics engineer.
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Information on the web

Federal Employment Agency (BA)

Admission requirements for your preferred vocational training programme

Requirements for working in Germany

Federal Office for Migration and Refugees (BAMF)

Summary of German school qualifications

Europass

The europass helps you compile your application documents for the European Labour market

Working in Germany: the
official website

for qualified professionals

https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-en
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/living-in-germany/housing-mobility/looking
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/service/advisory-contact-services/worldwide
http://twitter.com/share?text=Visa&url=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.make-it-in-germany.com%252Fen%252Fshare.html%253Ftx_basetpl%25255Bmain%25255D%253D1195%2526cHash%253Dda95f7a9e7b1c1b4774c3d463bcef12b
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.make-it-in-germany.com%252Fen%252Fshare.html%253Ftx_basetpl%25255Bmain%25255D%253D1195%2526cHash%253Dda95f7a9e7b1c1b4774c3d463bcef12b
https://web.whatsapp.com/send?text=Visa%20https%253A%252F%252Fwww.make-it-in-germany.com%252Fen%252Fshare.html%253Ftx_basetpl%25255Bmain%25255D%253D1195%2526cHash%253Dda95f7a9e7b1c1b4774c3d463bcef12b
mailto:?subject=Visa&body=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.make-it-in-germany.com%252Fen%252Fstudy-training%252Ftraining-in-germany%252Fdo-i-qualify%252Fvisa
https://berufenet.arbeitsagentur.de/berufenet/faces/index;BERUFENETJSESSIONID=cER2OLSF_8BigaAHZMwhanORacu7B6DUyaMbla2NcICR2_Fumlnf!1303052796?path=null
https://www.arbeitsagentur.de/en/welcome
https://www.bamf.de/SharedDocs/Anlagen/EN/Integration/WillkommenDeutschland/willkommen-in-deutschland.html?nn=282388
https://europa.eu/europass/en/create-europass-cv
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