
Bringing your children to join you in Germany

You can, of course, also bring your children to Germany, because if you or your spouse are entitled to live in
Germany, your children under the age of 18 are also entitled to a temporary or permanent residence permit.
 

Bringing your children to Germany

If your children are citizens of a member state of the European Union (EU) or European Economic Area (EEA), they
do not require a visa to enter Germany and can live and work in Germany without restriction.

If your children are citizens of a country which is not in the EU or the EEA, they will generally need a visa to enter
Germany. If you and your spouse hold temporary resident permits for Germany, your children under 16 years of age
will also receive a temporary resident permit in order for them to join you (Section 32 German Residence Act
(AufenthG) ). If you are a single parent, you can also apply for a visa for your children. However, in this case you
will need to obtain the consent of the other parent entitled to custody. 

To obtain a visa to join you, your children must also meet the following criteria:

They must not be married, divorced or widowed
They must be under 18 years of age.

Infobox

Special requirements apply to children over the age of 16. Your local German Embassy will be able to inform you
about them. If your child is already 18 years of age, they must generally apply for a separate resident permit of their
own.

Birth of a child in Germany

What happens if a child is born in Germany? If at the time of the birth you hold a valid right of residence, your child
will also be granted a residence permit. See Section 33 of the Residence Act (AufenthG) .

German citizenship is based on the principle of parentage. This means that if either parent is a German citizen, the
child automatically obtains German citizenship at birth. In special cases children can obtain German nationality at birth
in addition to the nationality of their parents. You can find more information about the rules which apply in this case in
the section on living permanently in Germany.

   
(mailto:?
subject=Bringing%20your%20children%20to%20join%20you%20in%20Germany&body=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.make-
it-
in-
germany.com%2Fen%2Fliving-
in-
germany%2Ffamily-
life%2Fchildren-
join)

Information on the web

Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth (BMFSFJ)

Family portal

Federal Office for Migration and Refugees (BAMF)

Important information about family reunification

Federal Ministry of the Interior and Community (BMI)

Acquiring German citizenship by birth

Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth (BMFSFJ)

Working in Germany: the
official website

for qualified professionals

https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-en
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/
http://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/englisch_aufenthg/englisch_aufenthg.html#p0800
http://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/englisch_aufenthg/englisch_aufenthg.html#p0815
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/visa-residence/living-permanently/settlement-permit
http://twitter.com/share?text=Bringing%20your%20children%20to%20join%20you%20in%20Germany&url=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.make-it-in-germany.com%252Fen%252Fshare.html%253Ftx_basetpl%25255Bmain%25255D%253D1206%2526cHash%253D2b5e5587a34cb0983cd031e544826902
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.make-it-in-germany.com%252Fen%252Fshare.html%253Ftx_basetpl%25255Bmain%25255D%253D1206%2526cHash%253D2b5e5587a34cb0983cd031e544826902
https://web.whatsapp.com/send?text=Bringing%20your%20children%20to%20join%20you%20in%20Germany%20https%253A%252F%252Fwww.make-it-in-germany.com%252Fen%252Fshare.html%253Ftx_basetpl%25255Bmain%25255D%253D1206%2526cHash%253D2b5e5587a34cb0983cd031e544826902
mailto:?subject=Bringing%20your%20children%20to%20join%20you%20in%20Germany&body=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.make-it-in-germany.com%252Fen%252Fliving-in-germany%252Ffamily-life%252Fchildren-join
https://familienportal.de/familienportal/meta/languages/family-benefits
https://www.bamf.de/EN/Themen/MigrationAufenthalt/ZuwandererDrittstaaten/Familie/familie-node.html
https://www.bmi.bund.de/EN/topics/migration/obligation-one-citizenship/obligation-one-citizenship-node.html
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ESF federal program "Stark im Beruf" supports mothers with a migration background in getting a job

https://www.starkimberuf.de/
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/living-in-germany/family-life/children-join
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