
Looking for housing

There is a wide range of high-quality rental housing in Germany, but also a high demand – especially in large cities.
We will explain how you can find a flat and give you tips on what to consider before and after moving in.
 

Your rst accommodation

There is a variety of options for the first few weeks until you find permanent housing in Germany, such as a furnished
holiday flat or a youth hostel.
 

Looking for housing 

You can find listings for flats and houses on well-known real estate platforms on the Internet, where most available
flats and houses are now offered. You can also find offers in the regional daily newspaper.

In Germany, supply and demand are strongly dependent on the region. While you can quickly get an offer in rural
areas, owners in larger cities usually choose from several interested parties. Especially in and around larger cities, the
search for a flat or house can be more time-consuming – and cost-intensive. Read up on the housing market in the
city or region, in which you will be living in, in good time.
 

House and at shares (WGs) 

A shared flat, called Wohngemeinschaft or WG, is a good alternative for people who appreciate living together and
want to save money on rent. WGs are very common, especially in larger cities. Everyone usually has their own
private room within the WG; the WG residents share the kitchen and bathroom. 

Students often find WG rooms on the university notice boards or the student union website . The 
Academic Exchange Service (DAAD)  also offers numerous tips on how to look for accommodation.

You can search for a room in your city on the online flat share listings or post a classified ad yourself.
 

Rental costs 

The rental rate of a property depends on the living space, the residential location, the year of construction and
condition as well as the facilities in the building (e.g. with lift, caretaker service or garage space). Rent is particularly
high in large cities such as Munich, Frankfurt or Stuttgart. In addition to the cities themselves, it is, above all, the
surrounding areas that are expensive, i.e. the region directly next to a large city.

Here  is where you can find a map of Germany with an overview of rental rates. You can also search for
Mietspiegel (rent index) and your city's name to find out about current rental rates.

When looking at a specific housing offer, be sure to check whether the rental price is "warm" or "cold".
 

Lease

In Germany, lease agreements must be concluded in writing. In most cases, the lease agreement specifies the
Kaltmiete (cold rent), i.e. the rent for the use of the room. The Warmmiete (warm rent) also includes ancillary costs
such as water, heating, waste disposal and caretaker services. 

Electricity and gas usually have to be registered separately and are generally not included in the warm rent. The
lease agreement states in detail which costs are part of the ancillary costs. You have to pay the rent to the landlord or
landlady every month. To be on the safe side, ask the landlord or landlady what else you must pay aside from the
rent. 

In addition, the property owner might ask you to pay a deposit of a maximum of three months' cold rent when you
sign the contract. You will get this sum back as soon as you move out, unless you damaged something in the flat or
you have not paid the rent.
 

Moving in

Registering at the Residents' Registration Office or Citizens' Registration Office: Every person living in Germany
must be registered. You should do this at the Residents' Registration Office or Citizens' Registration Office
(Einwohnermeldeamt or Bürgeramt) no later than two weeks after moving in. You will need a valid identity card for
this. In the case of rented accommodation, you must also submit a completed housing provider confirmation. This is a
document in which the property owner confirms when and where you move in and where. You can usually find the
form and the address of the relevant Residents' Registration Office on the website of the city you are moving to.

Registering with the energy and water companies: If electricity, hot water or heating gas are not included in the
ancillary rental costs, you will have to find a supplier yourself and sign a contract with them. 

Working in Germany: the
official website

for qualified professionals

https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-en
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/
https://www.studentenwerke.de/en/
https://www.daad.de/en/study-and-research-in-germany/plan-your-studies/renting-a-room/
https://www.deutschlandatlas.bund.de/DE/Karten/Wie-wir-wohnen/040-Mieten.html


https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/living-in-germany/housing-mobility/looking
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Registering for telephone, Internet and (cable) television: Germany has a variety of service providers. It pays to
compare them; online portals might be helpful. Please note that setting up a telephone, TV and Internet connection
can take several weeks. It is best to contact a provider before moving in, if possible.

Fees for television and radio: In Germany, you are obliged to pay a fee (approx. € 18.00 per month) for radio,
television and Internet to the public "Contribution service of ARD, ZDF and Deutschlandradio", which is charged per
accommodation, regardless of the number of people living in the flat or house. Click here  to register online.
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Information on the web

Federal Office for Migration and Refugees

House-hunting and moving – this is how it works

Watch out for these things in your lease contract

Handbook Germany

Why do I need a Schufa statement?

Study in Germany

Tips on how to find accommodation in Germany

https://www.rundfunkbeitrag.de/welcome/englisch/index_ger.html
http://twitter.com/share?text=Looking%20for%20housing&url=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.make-it-in-germany.com%252Fen%252Fshare.html%253Ftx_basetpl%25255Bmain%25255D%253D1231%2526cHash%253Dc5a1f418f4b40b37af65bf6029efb6bb
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.make-it-in-germany.com%252Fen%252Fshare.html%253Ftx_basetpl%25255Bmain%25255D%253D1231%2526cHash%253Dc5a1f418f4b40b37af65bf6029efb6bb
https://web.whatsapp.com/send?text=Looking%20for%20housing%20https%253A%252F%252Fwww.make-it-in-germany.com%252Fen%252Fshare.html%253Ftx_basetpl%25255Bmain%25255D%253D1231%2526cHash%253Dc5a1f418f4b40b37af65bf6029efb6bb
mailto:?subject=Looking%20for%20housing&body=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.make-it-in-germany.com%252Fen%252Fliving-in-germany%252Fhousing-mobility%252Flooking
https://www.bamf.de/SharedDocs/Anlagen/EN/Integration/WillkommenDeutschland/willkommen-in-deutschland.pdf;jsessionid=19CD588AFC2CCB466A9A138C2EFE4B3A.internet541?__blob=publicationFile&v=15
https://www.bamf.de/SharedDocs/Anlagen/EN/Integration/WillkommenDeutschland/willkommen-in-deutschland.pdf;jsessionid=19CD588AFC2CCB466A9A138C2EFE4B3A.internet541?__blob=publicationFile&v=15
https://handbookgermany.de/en/live/schufa.html
https://www.study-in-germany.de/en/plan-your-stay/accommodation/finding-accommodation_26611.php
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/living-in-germany/housing-mobility/looking
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