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EU Blue Card

The EU Blue Card (Section 18b (2) AufenthG [German Residence Act] ) is a special residence permit for
foreign academics seeking qualified employment in Germany.

To find out whether you require a visa to enter Germany, see Who Needs a Visa?.
 

What are the requirements to receive an EU Blue Card?

You have a German degree, a recognised foreign higher education degree or you have a foreign higher education
degree that is comparable to a German one. Information on equivalence and recognition of foreign higher education
degrees can be found in the Recognition section.
 
You already have a concrete job offer from a company in Germany.
 
The position must be appropriate for someone with your qualifications (higher education degree).
 
The position in Germany must be remunerated with a gross annual income of at least € 56,400.00 (as of 2022). A
gross annual salary of at least € 43,992.00 (as of 2022) is required for employees in the fields of mathematics, IT,
natural sciences, engineering and human medicine. In such cases, the German Federal Employment Agency must
approve your request for employment.   

Do you meet these requirements? Then you can move on by taking a look at the procedure for the entry and visa
process.

Tip: Do you not meet the requirements for the EU Blue Card? No need to fret; you can apply for a work visa for
qualified professionals according to Section 18b (1) AufenthG (German Residence Act) .
 

What opportunities does the EU Blue Card offer?

The EU Blue Card is issued for the duration of your work contract, including three additional months, and is limited to
a four-year period. Extending the validity of the EU Blue Card is an option, if certain requirements are fulfilled. Your
local German Foreigners' Authority  must approve of any job changes taking place within the first two years of
employment.

After 33 months, holders of the EU Blue Card may obtain a settlement permit. In some cases, a settlement permit
can already be issued after 21 months. For this, you need to be able to provide proof of the required language skills
at a minimum level of B1 in accordance with the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR).

Would you like to live in Germany with your family? Holders of the EU Blue Card are free to do that. Everything you
need to keep in mind, in addition to the corresponding requirements, can be found in the Family Life in
Germany section.
 

At a glance: EU Blue Card  (PDF)
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Information on the web

Federal Foreign Office (FFO)

You can find out which visa you need in order to come to Germany with the Visa-Navigator.

Federal Office for Migration and Refugees (BAMF)

Centre of Excellence for Asylum, Migration and Integration in Germany

Working in Germany: the
official website

for qualified professionals

https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-en
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/englisch_aufenthg/englisch_aufenthg.html#p0406
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/visa-residence/procedure/do-i-need-visa
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/working-in-germany/recognition/who-needs
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/visa-residence/procedure/entry-process
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/visa-residence/types/work-qualified-professionals
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/englisch_aufenthg/englisch_aufenthg.html#p0406
https://bamf-navi.bamf.de/en/
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/visa-residence/living-permanently/settlement-permit
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/living-in-germany/family-life/spouses-joining-eu-citizens
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/fileadmin/MiiG_Fachkraefte/Bilder/3_Visum/Visagrafik_EN/220125_Visagrafik_EinBlick_EU_Blue_Card_EN.pdf
http://twitter.com/share?text=EU%20Blue%20Card&url=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.make-it-in-germany.com%252Fen%252Fshare.html%253Ftx_basetpl%25255Bmain%25255D%253D1604%2526cHash%253Dd33548af8eca5d3917e9a408b2508c15
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.make-it-in-germany.com%252Fen%252Fshare.html%253Ftx_basetpl%25255Bmain%25255D%253D1604%2526cHash%253Dd33548af8eca5d3917e9a408b2508c15
https://web.whatsapp.com/send?text=EU%20Blue%20Card%20https%253A%252F%252Fwww.make-it-in-germany.com%252Fen%252Fshare.html%253Ftx_basetpl%25255Bmain%25255D%253D1604%2526cHash%253Dd33548af8eca5d3917e9a408b2508c15
mailto:?subject=EU%20Blue%20Card&body=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.make-it-in-germany.com%252Fen%252Fvisa-residence%252Ftypes%252Feu-blue-card
https://visa.diplo.de/en/#/vib
https://www.bamf.de/EN/Startseite/startseite_node.html;jsessionid=435B0168C544368FF31791DB33CCF118.internet541
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/visa-residence/types/eu-blue-card

	EU Blue Card
	What are the requirements to receive an EU Blue Card?
	What opportunities does the EU Blue Card offer?
	Information on the web



