
Working in Germany as a professional driver

Even without formal training, you can work as a professional driver of heavy goods vehicles (HGV) or buses in
Germany. You can find out whether you need a visa to enter the country or a permit for your stay in Germany in
the Who needs a visa?  section.
  

Which conditions must be met in order to start working as a professional driver?

You must possess the necessary EU or EEA driving licence of class C1, C1E, C, CE, D1, D1E or DE and
You must be able to provide evidence of your (accelerated) EU or EEA initial qualification to drive certain vehicles
for the carriage of goods or passengers. 

If you possess citizenship of an EU member state, an EEA member state or Switzerland, you may be employed in the
fields of freight or passenger transport. You can look for suitable vacancies in the job listings .
 

Which residence document is required for third-country nationals?

If you do not have citizenship of an EU Member State, an EEA Member State or Switzerland but you still meet the
conditions mentioned above, you can work as a professional driver if the Federal Employment Agency (
approved the granting of the necessary residence permit according to Section 19c (1) AufenthG (German
Residence Act)  for this employment (Section 24a (1) BeschV [German Employment Regulation])
priority review will also be conducted during the approval process.

 

Infobox

Approval from the BA will be obtained during the visa process in an official internal procedure. As a rule, no action
on your part is required.

If you are still in your country of origin, you can find out about how the visa process  works or the conditions for
entering the country.

When is it permitted to enter the country in order to take part in qualication measures?

If you do not possess either the necessary EU or EEA driving licence or the EU/EEA (accelerated) initial qualification,
you can earn both by successfully completing qualification measures in Germany. You must have your driving licence
from a third country converted to a German driving licence within six months of entering the country. Usually, this
conversion requires you to pass both a theoretical and practical driving test. While taking part in the qualification
measures and having your licence converted, you may be employed by a company. Your employment will be
approved by the BA if the following conditions, required by Section 24a (2) Employment Regulation (BeschV) are
fulfilled:

You have an employment contract which obliges you to take part in measures for obtaining the (accelerated) initial
qualification and a German driving licence alongside your employment at the company. During this time, you are not
permitted to work as a professional driver.
The working conditions during the qualification measures are arranged such that you can obtain a German driving
licence and the (accelerated) initial qualification within 15 months.
After your EU or EEA driving licence has been granted and the initial qualification has been obtained, you have a
concrete job offer for employment in the fields of freight transport (truck driver) or in the field of passenger transport
with buses (bus driver) at the same employer.
You already possess a foreign driving licence as a professional driver in your home country.

If you have already obtained the (accelerated) initial qualification during previous employment in another EU/EEA
country or Switzerland and the qualification is still valid, you may also enter the country by way of exception if you do
not have an EU/EEA driving licence. In this case, you must have your foreign driving licence converted in Germany
within six months of entering the country. Usually, this conversion requires you to pass both a theoretical and practical
driving test. You can find out which documents are required for the visa process in such a case from the diplomatic
mission responsible.

If you are aged 45 or over, you must receive a certain minimum salary for employment in Germany or be able to
produce proof of a sufficient level of previously earned pension provision. In 2022, this minimum salary is
46,530 euros.

Working in Germany: the
official website

for qualified professionals

https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-en
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/visa-residence/procedure/do-i-need-visa
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/working-in-germany/job-listings
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/englisch_aufenthg/englisch_aufenthg.html#p0518
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/beschv_2013/__24a.html
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/visa-residence/procedure/entry-process


https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/visa-residence/types/other/professional-drivers
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Infobox

Entry into the country in order to participate in qualification measures will be permitted providing that German
language skills at a B1 level of the Common European Framework of Reference can be attested.

You can find out how to prove fulfilment of these criteria from the competent German embassy or consulate

What options are offered by the residence title for work as a professional driver?

As long as your employment contract is valid, your residence permit can generally be extended. After five years of
employment, you can apply for a permanent residence permit. The general regulations according to 
AufenthG (German Residence Act)  apply.

Would you like to live in Germany with your family? This residence permit allows you to do so. You can read up
on what you need to bear in mind and which conditions apply in the Family Life in Germany section.
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Information on the web

Federal Foreign Office (FFO)

You can find out which visa you need in order to come to Germany with the Visa-Navigator.

Federal Office for Migration and Refugees (BAMF)

Centre of Excellence for Asylum, Migration and Integration in Germany

International and Specialized Services (ZAV)

Logistics as a future industry in Germany

https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/service/advisory-contact-services/worldwide
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/englisch_aufenthg/englisch_aufenthg.html#p0128
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/living-in-germany/family-life/spouses-joining-eu-citizens
http://twitter.com/share?text=Special%20regulations%20for%20professional%20drivers&url=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.make-it-in-germany.com%252Fen%252Fshare.html%253Ftx_basetpl%25255Bmain%25255D%253D5190%2526cHash%253Dad0ed5c3d97f4bebf377bafeaca10caa
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.make-it-in-germany.com%252Fen%252Fshare.html%253Ftx_basetpl%25255Bmain%25255D%253D5190%2526cHash%253Dad0ed5c3d97f4bebf377bafeaca10caa
https://web.whatsapp.com/send?text=Special%20regulations%20for%20professional%20drivers%20https%253A%252F%252Fwww.make-it-in-germany.com%252Fen%252Fshare.html%253Ftx_basetpl%25255Bmain%25255D%253D5190%2526cHash%253Dad0ed5c3d97f4bebf377bafeaca10caa
mailto:?subject=Special%20regulations%20for%20professional%20drivers&body=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.make-it-in-germany.com%252Fen%252Fvisa-residence%252Ftypes%252Fother%252Fprofessional-drivers
https://visa.diplo.de/en/#/vib
https://www.bamf.de/EN/Startseite/startseite_node.html;jsessionid=435B0168C544368FF31791DB33CCF118.internet541
https://www.arbeitsagentur.de/vor-ort/zav/berufskraftfahrer
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/visa-residence/types/other/professional-drivers
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